
A Guide to Evensong
Evensong is drawn almost entirely from the Bible. Its primary 
purpose is to proclaim the wonderful works of God in history and 
in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Its secondary 
purpose is to evoke from the worshipper a response of praise, 
penitence, prayer and obedience. Much of the service is sung by 
the choir.  As the choir sings, we are provided with space for 
reflection, which allows us the freedom to participate in a silent, 
but equally direct way. In our busy lives and noisy world, the 
opportunity to be quiet and still, to meditate of God’s word and 
be immersed in beauty, is a precious gift that increasing numbers 
of us treasure. 

Today’s service is sung by 
The Chapel Choir of S. Thomas’ College, Mount Lavinia

Order of Service
The congregation is asked to join in all text printed in bold.

If you are unable to stand at any point during the service, please 
feel free to remain seated.

The Gathering
Please stand as the servers, choir and clergy enter and gather at the 
West Door

The choir sings

Introit 

If ye love me, keep my commandments.
And I will pray the Father,

And he shall give you another comforter,
That he may ’bide with you forever;

E’en the sp’rit of truth.
 

Words: John 14.15-17                                      Music: Thomas Tallis (1505–85)
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Processional Hymn
during which the procession moves through the nave to their places

	

	 O Jesus, I have promised
		  to serve thee to the end;
	 be thou for ever near me,
		  my Master and my Friend:
	 I shall not fear the battle
		  if thou art by my side,
	 nor wander from the pathway
		  if thou wilt be my guide.

	 O let me feel thee near me:
		  the world is ever near;
	 I see the sights that dazzle,
		  the tempting sounds I hear;
	 my foes are ever near me,
		  around me and within;
	 but, Jesus, draw thou nearer,
		  and shield my soul from sin.

	 O let me hear thee speaking
		  in accents clear and still
	 above the storms of passion,
		  the murmurs of self-will;
	 O speak to reassure me,
		  to hasten or control;
	 O speak, and make me listen,
		  thou guardian of my soul.

	 O Jesus, thou hast promised
		  to all who follow thee,
	 that where thou art in glory
		  there shall thy servant be;
	 and, Jesus, I have promised
		  to serve thee to the end:
	 O give me grace to follow,
		  my Master and my Friend.

Words: H. T. Schenck (1656–1727)                                      Tune: Wolvercote
W. H. Ferguson (1874–1950)
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Remain standing. The minister introduces a general confession

Welcome in the Name of the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. 

Dear Friends, we have come together in the name of Christ 
to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to hear and receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, and to seek the 
forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit we 
may give ourselves to the service of God. Therefore let us kneel 
and keep silence, and remember God’s presence with us now:

All kneel or sit and silence is kept

Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen.

The vicar continues, 

May the God of love and power forgive you 
and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

All stand

The Responses
sung by the officiant and the choir

O Lord, open thou our lips;
	 and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
	 O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Spirit;
	 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be:
	 world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord;
	 The Lord’s name be praised!

Music: Kenneth Leighton (1929–88)

All sit
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The choir sings

Psalm 149

O sing unto the Lord a new song;
	 let the congregation of saints praise him. 

Let Israel rejoice in him that made him,
	 and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King.

Let them praise his Name in the dance: 
	 let them sing praises unto him with tabret and harp. 

For the Lord hath pleasure in his people, 
	 and helpeth the meek-hearted.

Let the saints be joyful with glory;
	 let them rejoice in their beds.

Let the praises of God be in their mouth; 
	 and a two-edged sword in their hands;

To be avenged of the heathen
	 and to rebuke the people;

To bind their kings in chains,
	 and their nobles with links of iron;

That they may be avenged of them, as it is written,
	 Such honour have all his saints.

All stand

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
	 and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
	 world without end. Amen. 

Chant: Thomas Attwood (1765–1838)

All sit

First Lesson

A reading from the Book of Nehemiah chapter 8

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and 
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the 
people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn 
or weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard the words 
of the law. Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and 
drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom 
nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord ; and do 
not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord  is your strength.’ So the 
Levites stilled all the people, saying, ‘Be quiet, for this day is holy; 
do not be grieved.’  And all the people went their way to eat and 
drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because 
they had understood the words that were declared to them. On 
the second day the heads of ancestral houses of all the people, 
with the priests and the Levites, came together to the scribe Ezra 
in order to study the words of the law.
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And they found it written in the law, which the Lord  had com-
manded by Moses, that the people of Israel should live in booths 
during the festival of the seventh month, and that they should 
publish and proclaim in all their towns and in Jerusalem as fol-
lows, ‘Go out to the hills and bring branches of olive, wild olive, 
myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make booths, as it is writ-
ten.’ So the people went out and brought them, and made booths 
for themselves, each on the roofs of their houses, and in their 
courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square 
at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. And 
all the assembly of those who had returned from the captivity 
made booths and lived in them; for from the days of Jeshua son of 
Nun to that day the people of Israel had not done so. And there 
was very great rejoicing. And day by day, from the first day to the 
last day, he read from the book of the law of God. They kept the 
festival for seven days; and on the eighth day there was a solemn 
assembly, according to the ordinance.

Nehemiah 8. 9-18

Silence is kept

Here ends the First Lesson

All stand to sing

Hymn 
	

	

	 Thou art the Way: by thee alone
		  from sin and death we flee;
	 and they who would the Father seek
		  must seek him, Lord, by thee.

	 Thou art the Truth: thy word alone
		  true wisdom can impart;
	 thou only canst inform the mind
		  and purify the heart.

	 Thou art the Life: the rending tomb
		  proclaims thy conquering arm;
	 and those who put their trust in thee
		  nor death nor hell shall harm.

	 Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life:
		  grant us that Way to know,
	 that Truth to keep, that Life to win,
		  whose joys eternal flow.

Word: George Doane (1799–1859)                                          Tune: St. James
Raphael Courteville (d.1772)
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Remain standing as the choir sings

Magnificat
(Song of Mary)

My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold, from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel
as he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen.

Music: Evening Canticles in A flat
Basil Harwood (1859–1949)

All sit

Second Lesson

A reading from the Gospel according to John chapter 16

‘I have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling.
They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour is 
coming when those who kill you will think that by doing so they 
are offering worship to God. And they will do this because they 
have not known the Father or me. But I have said these things 
to you so that when their hour comes you may remember that 
I told you about them.‘I did not say these things to you from the 
beginning, because I was with you.  But now I am going to him 
who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you going?”
But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come 
to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, 
he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see 
me no longer; about judgement, because the ruler of this world 
has been condemned.

John 16.1-11

Silence is kept 

Here ends the Second Lesson
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All stand. The choir sings

Nunc Dimittis
(Song of Simeon)

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Music: Evening Canticles in A flat
Basil Harwood 

Remain standing. The minister invites all to say

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father almighty;
from thence he shall come
to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Remain standing

Responses
sung by the officiant and the choir

The Lord be with you;
	 and with thy spirit.

Let us pray

All sit or kneel
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	 Lord, have mercy upon us.
	 Christ, have mercy upon us.
	 Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
	 and grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, be gracious unto our land
	 and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
	 and make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
	 and bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
	 Because there is none other that figheth for us;
	 but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
	 and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God,
increase in us your gift of faith
that, forsaking what lies behind
and reaching out to that which is before,
we may run the way of your commandments
and win the crown of everlasting joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Collect for Peace

O God, from whom all holy desires, 
all good counsels and all just works do proceed: 
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 
that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 
and also that by thee we being defended 
from the fear of our enemies 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen.



9

The Collect for Aid against all Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Music: Kenneth Leighton

All sit. The choir sings

Anthem

O Thou, the central orb of righteous love,
	 Pure beam of the most High, eternal Light
	 Of this our wintry world, Thy radiance bright
	 Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above.

	 Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine,
	 Gilding our darksome heaven with rays Divine.
	 Thy saints with holy lustre round Thee move,
	 As stars about thy throne, set in the height
	 Of God’s ordaining counsel, as Thy sight
	 Gives measured grace to each, Thy power to prove.

	 Let Thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin,
	 Our nature all shall feel eternal day
	 In fellowship with thee, transforming clay
	 To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen. 

Words: H. R. Bramley (1833–1917)              Music: Charles Wood (1866–1926)

All kneel or remain seated

Prayers

At the end a period of silence is kept for open prayer
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All stand to sing

Hymn 
during which a collection will be taken 

	 The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended,
		  the darkness falls at thy behest;
	 to thee our morning hymns ascended,
		  thy praise shall sanctify our rest.

	 We thank thee that thy Church unsleeping,
		  while earth rolls onward into light,
	 through all the world her watch is keeping,
		  and rests not now by day or night.

	 As o’er each continent and island
		  the dawn leads on another day,
	 the voice of prayer is never silent,
		  nor dies the strain of praise away.

	 The sun that bids us rest is waking
		  our brethren ‘neath the western sky,
	 and hour by hour fresh lips are making
		  thy wondrous doings heard on high.

	 So be it, Lord: thy throne shall never,
		  like earth’s proud empires, pass away;
	 thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever,
		  till all thy creatures own thy sway.

Words: John Ellerton (1826–93)                                    Tune: St. Clement 
Charles Scholefield (1839–1904)

Descant: Philip Stopford (b.1977)
 

Remain standing. The minister gives the

Blessing

May Christ’s holy, healing, enabling Spirit be with you
and guide you on your way at every change and turn;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen. 

Remain standing as the choir and clergy depart
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Organ Voluntary
Festival                                             Healey Willan (1903–46)

You may sit for the organ music which is the conclusion of the 
service, or you may leave quietly at this point.

Please take this order of service away with you to reflect on the 
prayers, readings and music and as a reminder of your visit. 

 

Notices

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Sunday 26th October 
8.00 am-		 Sung Eucharist - Trilingual
All are welcome to attend. 

ALL SOULS’ DAY SERVICES
Sunday 2nd November
7.30 am - 	 Sung Eucharist - English
9.00 am - 	 Sung Eucharist - Sinhala
10.30 am - 	 Sung Eucharist - Tamil
Noon - 		 Said Eucharist - English
6.00 pm - 	 ‘Knowing God’s Love’ - 
		  A Service of Thanksgiving 
		  remembering, through prayer and 	
		  music, all those who have died 	
		  and gone before us. 
		  Voice of Praise, Chamber Choir
		  All are welcome to attend

Please contact the parish office to give in the names of 
your dear departed loved ones to be read out at these 
services



Thank you for worshipping with us

138, St. Michael's Road, Polwatte, Colombo 3
 | 112 343 471 | www.stmichaelspolwatte.lk | 

secretary@stmichaelspolwatte.lk

Saint


